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XVI.—WNotices of recent Ornithological Publications. 


1. Berlepsch and Leverkiihn on South-American Birds. 

[Studien über einige siidamerilianische Vögel, nebst Beschreibungen 
neuer Arten. Von Hans v. Berlepsch und Paul Leverkühn. ‘Ornis, 
vi. p. 1.] 

Graf v. Berlepsch and Herr Leverkühn give us an account 
of the results of their examination of the specimens of birds 
in the Muscum of Kiel which were collected by the late 
Prof. Behn during his voyage round the world in the Danish 
corvette ‘Galatea’ in the years 1845-47. During the stay 
of the ‘ Galatea’ in South America, Prof. Behn crossed the 
interior of that continent, and obtained many interesting 
land-birds (cf. Leverkiihn in J. f. O. 1889, p. 101). The 
authors give us excellent notes on 35 species, amongst which 
are described as new species Synallaxis cabanisi, S. hetero- 
cerca, Dendrornis lineatocapilla, and Myrmotherula behni, 
and, as new subspecies, Troglodytes furvus rex, Myiarchus 
tyrannulus chlorepiscius, Grallaria imperator intercedens, 
and Chlorænas plumbea bogotensis. Three species are pro- 
vided with provisional names—lainia lophotes, Myiarchus 
bahie, and Heterocercus angosture. The following species 
are figured :—Dendrornis lineatocapilla, Myrmotherula behni, 
Chasiempis sandwichensis jr., Homorus galathea, and Grallaria 
haplonota. 


2. Blasius on new Birds from the Sooloo Islands. 

[Die wichtigsten Ergebnisse von Dr, Platen’s ornithologischen For- 
schungen auf den Sulu-Inseln. Von Prof. Dr. Wilb. Blasius. Sonderabdr. 
a, Cabanis’ J. f. O. Jahrg. 1890, p. 187.] 

After a short résumé of our authorities on the birds of the 
Sooloo group, Dr. Blasius gives us an account of a collection 
of 304 skins made by Dr. Platen and his wife in 1887 in 
Jolo-Sooloo, and transmitted to Herr Nehrkorn. The new 
species and subspecies, some of which have been already 
characterized in the ‘ Braunschweigische Anzeige, are 
Prioniturus discurus suluensis, Thriponax javensis suluensis, 
Eudynamis mindanensis albo-maculata, Ceyx margarethe, 
C. suluensis, Hyloterpe homeyeri, and Criniger haynaldi. In 
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all 21 species are thus added to the Avifauna of the Sooloo 
group. 


3. Blasius on Birds from Mindanao. 

[Die von Herrn Dr. Platen und dessen Gemahlin im Sommer 1889 
bei Daodo auf Mindanao gesammelten Vögel. Von Prof. Dr. Wilh. 
Blasius. J. f. O. 1890, p. 144.] 

Dr. W. Blasius received the collection of birds made by 
Dr. Platen and his wife in Mindanao in the summer of 1889 
from Herr Nehrkorn for identification, and found amongst 
them examples of 31 species new to the fauna of Mindanao. 
Of these 31 species 7 (Ptilopyga mindanensis, Mixornis 
plateni, Micropus nehrkorni, Muscicapula mindanensis, Arach- 
nothera clare, Ceyx platene, and Ceyx margarethe) are 
regarded as new to science, and were described in the 
‘Braunschweigische Anzeige’ of March and April last. 
Their characters are now repeated. The separate copy before 
us is dated August Ist, 1890. 


4. Brusina on the Birds of Croatia and Slavonia. 

[Motriocem ptičjega Svijeta. Naputak i popis Domaćih ptica. Sas- 
tavio S. Brusina. Glasnika Hrv. Naravoslov. Družtva v.] 

A résumé in French, appended to this memoir, informs us 
‘that it contains a translation of the instructions of the Com- 
mittees of Austria and Hungary and of that of Dr. R. Blasius 
as regards preparations for the Ornithological Congress of 
1891 at Budapest. This is followed by a complete list of the 
birds of Croatia, Slavonia, and Dalmatia, together with 
those of Istria, Bosnia, Herzegovina, Servia, and Montenegro 
—that is, of all the Croato-Servian provinces. In this series 
408 species are enumerated. Of 304 of them, the author 
informs us, the National Zoological Museum of Agram 
possesses well-mounted examples, which number altogether 
nearly 3000 specimens. 


5. Büttikofer on Birds from Liberia. 


[Zoological Researches in Liberia. On a series of Birds collected by 
Mr. A. T. Demery in the district of Grand Cape Mount. By J. Bütti- 
kofer. Notes Leyd. Mus, xii. p. 197.] 
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The author gives us an account of two collections made 
by Mr. A. T. Demery, who has been specially prepared for 
this service in the Leyden Museum, in Western Liberia. 
Specimens of 87 species are in the series, of which two, 
Zosterops demeryi and Z. obsoleta, are described as new to 
science. Several others are new to Liberia. A single 
female example of Charadrius forbesi (Shelley, Ibis, 1883, 
p. 561) was obtained. A series of examples of Hirundo rustica 
are described, which confirm Sharpe and Dresser’s statement 
that our Swallows arrive in their winter-quarters with the 
under surface nearly, in some instances quite, white, but 
shortly after their arrival (not shortly before their departure, 
as supposed by Sharpe and Dresser) change their colour by 
moulting into a deep buff, and retain it until they leave for 
the north again. 

The species of birds known to the author from Liberia are 
now 2388 in number. 


6. Coues’s Handbook of Ornithology. 


[Handbook of Field and General Ornithology. A Manual of the 
structure and classification of Birds, with instructions for collecting and 
preserving specimens. By Professor Elliott Coues, M.A., M.D. London: 
Macmillan, 1 vol. 8vo, pp. 344.] 

This is an English reprint of the introductory portion of 
Dr. Coues’s well-known ‘Key to North-American Birds,’ 
published in 1884. Of the character and value of this 
excellent piece of work we have already expressed ourselves 
in tolerably emphatic terms (see Ibis, 1885, p. 100), and 
we need not now repeat them. It may suffice to say that 
in our opinion there is no information of this sort that 
we are acquainted with so well compiled and so likely to be 
useful to the ornithological student as that contained in the 
present essays, and that our best thanks are due to Messrs. 
Macmillan for reprinting them in this convenient form—only 
we do not understand why they should have waited so long 
to do it. And it would have been better perhaps to have 
arranged with the author to revise the work. Science moves 
fast now-a-days, and after seven years many statements that 
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would have been quite accurate at the time of writing them 
require correction. 


7. Feilden on the Domicile of the Diablotin. 


[The Deserted Domicile of the Diablotin in Dominica. By Col. H. W. 
Feilden, F.G.S., C.M.Z.S. Trans. Norfolk & Norw. Nat. Soe. v. p. 24.] 

The Capped Petrel or Diablotin (Cstrelata hesitata) 
formerly bred on the tops of the mountains of Dominica, 
but seems to have been exterminated by the Opossums 
(Didelphys cancrivora) which have been recently introduced. 
Col. Feilden gives us an interesting account of his visit to 
the former homes of this Petrel, and much useful information, 
extracted from the works of old authors, on its habits and on 
the various modes of capturing it formerly prevalent. 


8. Gigliolt on the Results of the Ornithological Investiga- 
tion of Italy. 

[Primo Resoconto dei Risultati della Inchiesta Ornitologica in Italia. 
Parte seconda. Avifaune Locali. Risultati della Inchiesta Ornitologica 
nelle singole provincie. Compilato dal Dottore Enrico Hillyer Giglioli. 
8vo. Firenze, 1890, pp. 693. | 
_ We have already noticed the first part of this report *. The 

second, now before us, contains the special reports on the 
birds of the different subregions or provinces into which the 
author has divided the area of the Italian Avifauna, and con- 
tains a large mass of information. 

We observe that Dr. Giglioli believes that he has once 
scen an example of Sitta whiteheadi near Ponte alla Leccia, 
in Corsica, in September 1877. 


9. Hartlaub on Emin Pasha’s new Birds. 


[Ueber einige neue von Dr. Emin Pascha im inneren Ostafrika entdeckte 
Arten. Von Dr. G. Hartlaub. J. f. O, 1890 (April number).] 

Dr. Emin Pasha has sent the specimens of birds collected 
during his transit from the Albert Nyanza to Bagomoyo to 
his old correspondent Dr. Hartlaub, who is engaged in 


* See ‘ Ibis,’ 1890, p. 114. 
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working them out. In the meanwhile four species believed 
to be new are described under the following names :—Necta- 
rinia filiola, Burnesia reichenowi, Bradypterus alfredi, and 
Pratincola emme. 


10. Holtz on the Irruption of Syrrhaptes of 1888. 


[Ueber das Steppenhuhn, Syrrhaptes paradoxus, TIl., und dessen zweite 
Masseneinwanderung in Europa im Jahre 1888. Von Ludwig Holtz. 8vo. 
Berlin, 1890.] 

This is in continuation of the authors memoir on the 
same subject published at Greifswald in 1888. He now 
finds it expedient to preface this account of his later 
investigations by more than twenty pages of extracts from 
various writers, and especially from Radde, which have 
been known to our readers for upwards of a quarter of 
a century (Ibis, 1884, pp. 188-190). The most important 
part of the present treatise is that (pp. 40-50) in which 
he exposes the untrustworthiness of many reports of the 
breeding of Pallas’s Sand-Grouse in Germany, and then 
(pp. 51-57) recounts the very few instances in which there is 
good evidence of its having laid eggs in that country in 1888 ; 
but, through omission of the customary quotation marks, it is 
often hard to make out whether Herr Holtz is speaking from 
his own experience or from that of others. The precise number 
of eggs found in the Empire is given (p. 64) as two sets of three 
each, with two single eggs in Schleswig-Holstein, and a single 
egg in Hanover; but in no case was a young bird observed. 
The rest of the treatise is occupied by an enumeration of 
occurrences observed in 1889, and a general summary of the 
whole. 


11. Hume and Oates’s Nests and Eggs of Indian Birds. 


(The Nests and Eggs of Indian Birds. By Allan O. Hume, C.B. 
Second Edition, by Eugene Oates. Vols. IL., III. With eight Portraits, 
Pp. 420 and pp. 461. 8vo. London, 1890, R. H. Porter.] 

Mr. Oates, we are glad to say, has found time to finish 
his new edition of Mr. Hume’s ‘ Nests and Eggs of Indian 
Birds’ before his return to India, and vols. 2 and 3, com- 
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pleting the work, are now before us. We have already noticed 
the first volume (Ibis, 1890, p. 374), which contains more 
or less information about the nests and eggs of 278 species 
of the Passerine Birds of India, and carries the subject down 
to the end of the Sturnide. In the second volume the 
Passeres are concluded, and the nesting and eggs of the birds 
of the Orders Eurylemi, Scansores, Upupe, Trogones, Co- 
lumbe, and Cuculi are treated of, comprising altogether 
295 species. Vol. 3, commencing with the Halcyones, con- 
tains all the remaining Orders, amongst which there are 
279 species spoken of. Altogether we have in this excellent 
work details more or less complete concerning the nidifica- 
tion of 852 species of Indian Birds. We must all admire the 
genius and industry of Mr. Hume in getting together this 
enormous mass of valuable information from every part of 
the Indian Empire, and we must all thank Mr. Oates for the 
handy and well-printed volumes in which he has reproduced 
it. The two volumes last issued are illustrated by nicely- 
executed portraits of Blanford, Ramsay, Godwin-Austen, 
Blyth, Tweeddale, Brooks, Bowdler Sharpe, and Davison— 
all names well known in the annals of Indian Ornithology. 


12. Lucas on Bird-skeletons collected by the ss. ‘ Albatross.’ 


[Scientific Results of Explorations by the U. S. Fish Commission 
Steamer ‘ Albatross’ —XIII. Catalogue of Skeletons of Birds collected 
at the Abrolhos Islands, Brazil, the Straits of Magellan, and the Gala- 
pagos Islands, in 1887-88. By Frederic A. Lucas. Proc. U. S. Nat. 
Mus. xiii. p. 127.] 

The title of the paper sufficiently indicates the contents of 
this memoir. Skeletons of about 33 species were obtained 
in the localities above mentioned, the prize being one of 
Creagrus furcatus from the Galapagos. A large number of 
specimens in alcohol were also brought home. 


13. Martorelli on a Species of Limosa. 


[Nota Ornitologica sopra alcuni esemplari del Gen. Limosa apparte- 
nenti alle specie Limosa lupponicu, Lim., e Limosa uropygialis, Gould, 
Del socio Dott. Giacinto Martorelli. Atti Soc. Ital. sci. nat. xxxiii. ] 
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Dr. Martorelli’s theme is an example of a species of the 
genus Limosa obtained in Italy near Foggia. Having de- 
scribed and figured this bird, the author gives an account of 
the specimens of L. uropygialis, L. nove-zealandia, and L. 
lapponica in the Turati Collection (now in the Museo Civico 
of Milan, cf. Ibis, 1888, p. 150). He quotes other writers 
on this subject, and seems to be of opinion that the speci- 
men from Foggia must be referred to the Eastern form of 
the Bar-tailed Godwit, i.e. L. uropygialis. 


14. Merriam on the Birds of Arizona. 


[North American Fauna. No. 3. Results of a Biological Survey of 
the San Francisco Mountain Region and Desert of the Little Colorado, 
Arizona., Part IV. Annotated List of Birds. By Dr. ©. Hart Merriam. 
Washington, 1890. | 


Arizona, in the extreme south-west corner of the great 
Republic, is traversed from north-west to south-east by a 
high escarpment, which marks the southern boundary of the 
great Colorado Plateau. San Francisco mountain, a voleanic 
peak on the edge of the plateau, which attains a height of 
over 12,700 feet, is cut off from the surrounding hills to a 
height of 8000 feet, and consequently offers an excellent 
ficld for the study of the different climates and zones of life 
resulting from high elevation in a southern position. Dr. 
Merriam spent the summer of 1889 on a physical survey 
of this mountain region, and of the “‘ Painted Desert of the 
Little Colorado” which adjoins it to the north-east, and 
gives us the results of his expedition in the report now before 
us. He claims, amongst other things, to be able to show 
that there are but two primary life-areas in the Nearctic 
region—a northern (Boreal) and a southern (Subtropical), 
and that the three life-areas commonly accepted by American 
naturalists (the Eastern, Central, and Western Provinces) 
must consequently be abandoned altogether. 

As regards birds, with which we are more immediately 
concerned in this Journal, Dr. Merriam gives us a list of the 
species collected and observed within the area investigated, 
and many field-notes thereon. About 150 species are men- 
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tioned. Anthus pennsylvanicus was met with at the top of 
San Francisco mountain, and “ probably breeds there.” 
Trochilus platycercus is “ very abundant” in the balsam- 
belt (8200-9200 feet) and in the upper part of the adjoining 
pine-belt, and was found breeding on the Douglas Fir, the 
characteristic tree of the balsam-belt. T. rufus was also 
“common in the pines.” The characteristic birds of the 
Painted Desert are said to be Amphispiza bilineata, A. belli 
nevadensis, Peucea ruficeps boucardi, Spizella breweri, Oro- 
scoptes montanus, Harporhynchus sp. inc., and Speotyto cuni- 
cularia hypogea. Altogether this is a very interesting report, 
and is well illustrated by maps and plans. 


15. Middendorff on the Birds of the Russian Baltic 
Provinces. 


(III. Ornithologischer Jahresbericht (1887) aus den Russischen Ostsee- 
Provinzen. Von E. von Middendorff, 8vo, Wien: 1890.] 


Dr. E. von Middendorff sends usa copy of his third annual 
report on the Ornithology of the Russian Baltic Provinces 
(cf. Ibis, 1889, p. 288), that is for the year 1887. The 
reporter was assisted by 23 observers in different places, 
of which particulars are given, as is also a general account 
of the state of the prevalent weather in 1887. The special 
portion of the memoir which follows contains notices of 146 


species. 


16. Murray on Indian Game Birds. 


[The Edible and Game Birds of British India, with its Dependencies 
and Ceylon. With Woodcuts, Lithographs, and Coloured Illustrations, 
By James A. Murray, F.S.A.L. Royal 8vo. London and Bombay : 1889. ] 


This work contains descriptions of 245 “edible and game 
birds ” found in British India, and may be useful to Indian 
sportsmen, as being portable in form and of small bulk. 
We cannot say much in praise of the illustrations, most of 
which are borrowed from the author’s ‘Zoology of Sind’ 
They may, however, assist in identification. 
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17. Radde on the Birds of the Caucasus. 


[Vierter Nachtrag zur Ornis Caucasica, Von Dr. Gustav Radde in 
Tiflis, Ornis, vi. p. 400 (1890).] 

In the new number of ‘ Ornis? will be found a “ fourth 
supplement” by Dr. Radde to his ‘Ornis Caucasica.’ It 
contains a number of interesting notes upon the birds of this 
country * by the author and his assistant workers on the 
Caucasian avifauna. A fifth supplement is promised to 
appear shortly. Dr. Radde’s so-called “ Porphyrio veterum” 
(well-figured in ‘ Ornis Caucasica,’ pl. xxiv.) from the Len- 
koran district is, we believe, identical with the Indian P. 
poliocephalus. It has been already shown (Ibis, 1879, p. 195) 
that there is no such name as “veterum, S. G. Gmelin,” and, 
as Mr. Seebohm has stated (Ibis, 1884, p. 429), the Caspian 
bird (which the traveller S. F. Gmelin referred to as the 
“‘ Porphyrio” of the ancients) is the same as the Indian species, 
and quite distinct from P. ceruleus of Southern Europe. 


18. Ramsay on the Birds in the Australian Museum. 

[Supplement to the Catalogue of the Australian Accipitres, or Diurnal 
Birds of Prey, in the Collection of the Australian Museum at Sydney, 
N. 8. W. By E. P. Ramsay, LL.D., Curator. 8vo. Sydney: 1890. 
Catalogue of the Australian Striges, or Nocturnal Birds of Prey, in the 
Collection of the Australian Museum at Sydney, N. S. W. By E.P. 
Ramsay, LL.D., Curator. 8vo. Sydney: 1890.} 

Dr. Ramsay has now resumed the publication of his cata- 
logue of the specimens of birds in the Australian Museum, 
Sydney, and has issued a supplement to the catalogue of 
Accipitres published in 1875, and a catalogue of the Striges. 
The first of these contains accounts of additional specimens 
of 9 species, amongst which are many in nestling-plumage. 
The Australian Owls all belong to two genera—Striv and 
Ninox—according to Dr. Ramsay’s views. Of Strix he recog- 
nized 4 species and 2 subspecies; of Ninox 9 species. Of the 
latter genus two recently described species are N. peninsularis, 
of Cape York, and N. albaria, of Lord Howe Island. The Aus- 
tralian Museum does not appear to contain specimens of these 
forms, and in most cases the list of specimens is not very long, 

* See also Dr. Radde’s ‘ Dritter Nachtrag, Ornis, iii, p. 457 (1887). 
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19. Ridgway on some Species of Xiphocolaptes. 


(Further Notes on the Genus Xiphocolaptes of Lesson, By Robert 
Ridgway. Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. xiii. p. 47.] 


These are additional notes to Mr. Ridgway’s ‘ Review’ of 
the genus (cf. Ibis, 1890, p. 256), and relate to a specimen 
in the Lafresnaye Collection labelled X. procerus, and to 
other specimens in the American Museum of Natural History. 


20. Salvadori on Birds collected by Loria. 
[Viaggio di Lamberto Loria nella Papuasia Orientale. I.& II. Cole- 


zioni Ornitologiche descritte da Tommaso Salvadori. Ann. Mus, Ciy. 
Stor. Nat. Genova, ser. 2, ix. pp. 474 and 554. | 

Dr. Lamberto Loria left Florence in December 1888 on 
an expedition to the Austro-Malayan Archipelago, and after 
meeting his compatriot Fea (then on his return from Burmah) 
at Penang, went by Batavia, Timor, Port Darwin, and 
Thursday Island to Port Moresby. In these memoirs Count 
Salvadori gives us an account of Dr. Loria’s first two con- 
signments of birds in his usual accurate and methodical 
manner. At Penang examples of 5 species were obtained, 
none of which are of special interest. Timor is a territory 
_less often visited, and in two localities of this island speci- 

mens of 28 species were procured, amongst which were 
Stigmatops limbata, Oreicola melanoleuca, Geocichla peroni, 
and Padda fuscata. At Port Darwin, where Dr. Loria 
remained nine days in May, 32 species were met with. These 
were all known Australian birds, but some of them had not 
been recorded from this locality. 

The second memoir gives us an account of Dr. Loria’s 
first collection from South-cast New Guinea, chiefly made at 
Port Moresby, and Rigo, to the east of that port. It con- 
tains 488 specimens, which are referred to 77 species. 
Amongst these are a new dgotheles, like Æ. wallacei but 
larger, from Rigo, Æ. lorie, and a new Pitta (P. lorie) allied 
to P. mackloti from Su-a-u, a small island near South Cape. 
Other noteworthy species exemplified in the collection are 
Ptilotis analoga, Pycnopygius strictocephalus, Sphecotheres 
salvadorii, Corvus salvadorii, and Carpophaga rubiensis, 
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21. Salvadori on the Occurrence of Cypselus affinis in Italy. 


[Il Cypselus affinis in Liguria. Nota di T. Salvadori. Ann. Mus. Civ. 
Stor. Nat. Genova, ser. 2, ix. p. 549.] PA : 

This note records the occurrence at Genoa, on May 14th 
last, of a specimen of the widely-diffused Swift Cypselus 
affinis, which is thus added to the European avifauna. Its 
previously known localities nearest to Europe were Palestine 
(cf. Tristram, Faun. & FI. Pal. p. 88) and Tunis (Koenig, 
J. f. O. 1888, p. 188). Count Salvadori gives an exhaustive 
list of references, and an accurate description of this new 
European bird. 


22. Sandager on the Birds of the Mokohinou Islands. 


[Observations on the Mokohinou Islands and the Birds which inhabit 
them. By F. Sandager, Trans. N. Z. Inst. 1889, p. 286. ] 

The Mokohinou group consists of a number of islands of 
voleanic formation lying about twelve miles north-west of 
Great Barrier Island, N.Z., and covered with a certain 
amount of scrubby vegetation. Numerous birds arrive there 
for breeding-purposes and as occasional visitors. Mr. 
Sandager records the occurrence of 12 land-birds, only 2 
of which appear to be resident, and of 22 waders and marine 
species. Amongst the latter are 12 Petrels, of which one is 
described as new (Puffinus zealandicus). A Penguin (Lu- 
dyptula undina) breeds there, but “ not in great numbers.” 


23. Schalow on the Avifauna of Brandenburg. 


[Neue Beiträge zur Vogelfauna yon Brandenburg. Von Herman 
Schalow. J. f. O. 1890, p. 1.] 

Herr Schalow kindly sends us a separate copy of his 
“ New Contributions to the Avifauna of Brandenburg,” which 
we have perused with much interest, the writer being, as we 
all know, a first-rate authority on the subject. In 1886, on 
the occasion of the 59th assemblage of the “ Deutsche 
Naturforscher und Aerzte ” in Berlin, there was prepared and 
issued a memoir on the Vertebrata of the province of Bran- 
denburg. Of this memoir the part relating to the Birds 
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was undertaken by Dr. Carl Bolle. Dr. Bolle recognized 
278 species of birds as occurring in the province above men- 
tioned, whereas Herr Schalow in his last essay on the same 
subject had only allowed 267 (cf. Zeitschr. f. d. g. Orn. 1885, 
pp. 1-44). Herr Schalow now comments on this diversity, 
and gives a long series of critical notes upon the different 
species. Vultw monachus, which occurred in the shape of 
a single adult specimen in June 1888, seems to be the most 
important recent addition to the list. Then follows a revised 
nominal catalogue of the species of Brandenburg Birds, which 
are now brought up to 273 in number. The memoir is con- 
cluded by a “ Bibliographia ornithologica Marchica,” which 
contains the titles of the numerous publications on the sub- 
ject and short explanations. 


24. Seebohm on the Birds of the Japanese Empire. 


[The Birds of the Japanese Empire. By Henry Seebohm. With 
numerous woodcuts, London: Porter, 1890. 1 vol. large 8vo, pp. 386. ] 

Mr. Seebohm’s studies of the Bird-life of Japan and its 
adjoining islands have resulted in the production of a hand- 
some octavo volume, which his brother Ornithologists will re- 
ceive with pleasure. Itis not a perfect history of the Avifauna 
‘of Japan, but it contains an excellent summary of the present 
state of our information of this very interesting subject, and, 
in the words of the author, is an “important contribution 
towards our knowledge of the geographical distribution of 
the Birds of the Palearctic Region.” 

The work commences with an account of the literature 
relating to Japanese Birds, arranged chronologically. This 
commences with Pallas’s ‘ Zoographia,’ and is continued down 
to the most recent papers of Dr. Stejneger and Mr. Seebohm 
himself. We have then a disquisition on the geographical 
distribution of Japanese Birds. It is shown that of 381 
species included in Mr. Scebohm’s list, 146 are Palearctic 
generally, 139 Eastern Palearctic, 47 Tropical species coming 
from the south, and 49 only yet known as endemic to Japan, 
Various other details are given, from which we extract the 
following passage :—‘‘ The birds of Japan do not differ very 
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widely from the birds of the British Islands. It would be 
very remarkable if they did. The Japanese Islands bear 
almost exactly the same relation to the east coast of the 
Palearctic Region as the British Isiands do to the west coast. 
The Palearctic Region, as defined by Sclater and Wallace, 
is a very clearly defined one so far as the majority of birds 
are concerned. The range of many species extends from the 
British Islands across Europe and Siberia to Japan. Of 
course there is no species found both in Britain and in Japan 
but not in the intervening district. Cases of interrupted 
areas of distribution are almost unknown, though there are 
many cases in which West-European birds resemble more 
closely East-Asiatic ones than the Siberian races which inter- 
vene. This is unquestionably the most remarkable fact con- 
nected with the birds of Japan, and it is one that has not 
been insisted on as much as it ought to have been.” Mr. 
Seebohm gives as cxamples of this phenomenon Accentor 
rubidus and A. modularis, Garrulus japonicus and GŒ. glan- 
darius, and Acredula trivirgata and A. rosea. 

The third and principal portion of Mr. Secbohm’s volume 
contains an account of the 381 species of Japanese birds, 
arranged according to his new system, with commentaries on 
their identification and distribution. The groups that are 
not represented in the Japanese avifauna are mentioned in 
their proper places, so that the whole of the new classification 
is exhibited. Very few synonyms are given—too few in our 
opinion, although it may be said that the repetition of useless 
synonyms is now-a-days a more frequent occurrence than 
their undue restriction. The numerous woodcuts are mostly 
old friends, but not on that account less useful or acceptable. 


25. Sharpe on the Birds of Fernando Noronha. 

[Notes on the Zoology of Fernando Noronha. By H. N. Ridley. 
Journ. Linn. Soc., Zool. xx. p. 477. Aves. By R. Bowdler Sharpe. | 

The birds obtained at Fernando Noronha by Messrs. 
Ridley and Ramage are referred by My. Sharpe to 7 species. 
Three of these are land-birds—Vireo gracilirostris, a repre- 
sentative form of V. magister, now described as new ; Elainea 
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ridleyana, a large-billed form of the widely-spread South- 
American E. pagana; and Zenaida maculata, also a well- 
known South-American species. The 4 sea-birds are like- 
wise well-known. Besides these, Tachypetes aquila, a small 
Albatross, and three species of Waders were observed. 


26. Shufeldt on the Osteology of the Water-birds. 


[Contributions to the Comparative Osteology of Arctic and Sub-Arctic 
Water-birds. Part VIL By R. W. Shufeldt, M.D., C.M.Z.S. Journ. 
Anat, & Physiol. xxiv. p. 543.] 

This is the seventh of Dr. Shufeldt’s series of memoirs on the 
Osteology of the North-American Water-birds (cf. Ibis, 1890, 
p. 460). It treats of the Longipennes, z. e., the Stercorariide, 
Laridee, and Rhynchopidz, which groups are regarded as 
of “family” value. It is illustrated by excellent woodcuts. 
This memoir was originally written five years ago, at which 
epoch, as the author informs us in a footnote, no skeletons 
of the Terns and only one imperfect skull of Rhynchops were 
available for comparison. He has now, however, the missing 
types at hand, and is, we are glad to hear, engaged on a 
complete treatise on the Osteology of North-American Birds. 


27. Shufeldt’s Myology of the Raven. 


{The Myology of the Raven (Corvus corax sinuatus). A Guide to the 
Study of the Muscular System in Birds. By R, W. Shufeldt. 343 pp. 
8vo. London: 1890, Macmillan & Co.] 


Although the literature relating to the muscular anatomy 
of birds is very extensive, the present work is, as its author 
truly states, the only complete account of the muscles of a 
particular type. The Pigeon or the Fowl might perhaps have 
been a better selection, since in these birds there are several 
muscles present which are wanting in the Passeres ; and they 
are quite as readily obtainable. Nevertheless a careful and 
clearly illustrated account of any type of bird-life will prove 
very useful to students of this branch of anatomy; and it 
appears to us that the work has been well done, and may be 
safely followed as a reliable statement of facts. In Dr. 
Gadow’s chapter on “ Aves,” which forms a portion of 
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Bronn’s ‘ Thierreich,’ we already possess an excellent hand- 
book to the muscular system of birds in general, and the 
fact that it is written in German ought not now-a-days to be 
any hindrance to its use. But it is difficult to reconcile Dr. 
Shufeldt’s suggestion (p. vi of the Preface) that this is a 
disadvantage, with his long quotations (in one case amount- 
ing to cight pages) from the work in question, which are 
not translated. A few notes are given upon the muscles of 
birds other than the Raven, and some comparisons are made 
with Reptilian and Mammalian muscles. These latter com- 
parisons, however, consist almost exclusively of quotations 
from Prof. Mivart’s ‘ Elementary Anatomy.’ 


28. Spelman on a Collection of British Birds. 

[A descriptive Catalogue of William W. Spelman’s Collection of Birds 
shot in Norfolk and Suffolk prior to October 1888. 4to. 1888.] 

This isa catalogue of amounted collection of specimens of 
birds obtained in Norfolk and Suffolk, belonging to Mr. 
William W. Spelman, of Bradeston House, Brundall. There 
are 86 cases, containing examples of about 150 species. Mr. 
Lowne, of Great Yarmouth, is the taxidermist who set them 
up. ‘The localities are in most cases exactly given. 


29. Stone on the Owls in the Collection of the Academy of 
Natural Sciences of Philadelphia. 

[Catalogue of the Owls in the Collection of the Academy of Natural . 
Sciences of Philadelphia. By Witmer Stone. Proc. Acad. Nat. Sci. 
Philad. 1890, p. 124.] 

We are much pleased to find some one is again at work at 
the magnificent collection of birds in the Museum of the 
Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia. Mr. Stone, 
who has already catalogued the Muscicapidee (see Proc. Phil. 
Acad. 1889, p. 146), now gives us an account of the Owls, 
of which the Academy appears to possess a good series, 
though the numbers of the specimens are not given. A few 
notes are added, besides the general localities. About 118 
species and subspecies are enumerated as represented in the 
Collection. 


Letters; Extracts, Notices, &c. -  . 148 
30. Tschusi zu Schmidhoffen’s © Ornithologischer Jahrbuch.’ 


[Ornithologischer Jahrbuch. Organ für das palwarktische Faunengebiet. 
Herausgegeben von Victor Ritter von ‘I'schusi zu Schmidhoffen. Band I. 


Hefte 5-9, 1880.] 

We have now received parts 5 to 9 inclusive of this new 
ornithological journal, the inception of which has been 
already spoken of (cf. Ibis, 1890, p. 461). They contain 
many papers of general interest, amongst which we may call 
attention to Herr Reiter’s discovery of three species new to the 
avifauna of Bosnia (Accipiter brevipes, Phileremos penicillata, 
and Anas marmorata). Dr. Carl Bolle contributes an article 
“Tn the Shadow of the Peak of Teneriffe,” which is based, 
we suppose, on old reminiscences; and Herr Leverkiihn 
writes on the ancient Avifauna of Pomerania. 


XVII.—Letters, Extracts, Notices, &c. 


Tue following letters have been addressed to the Editor 
of ‘The Ibis’ :— 


Sir,—In your last issue of ‘The Ibis’ (1890, p. 359) 
appears a very interesting account of the habits of the Blue- 
billed Duck (Erismatura ferruginea) of Buenos Ayres, by 
Mr. J. Graham Kerr, and the fact of their being similar 
to those of our Australian representative, E. australis, 
may perhaps be worthy of being placed on record in your 
Journal. 

As I have stated, the habits of this Duck observed by me 
here, during the winter and spring of last year (1889), are 
identical with the Buenos-Ayres species, even to the peculiar 
manner of courtship adopted by the male bird, so amusingly 
described by Mr. Kerr, and its then strong resemblance to 
an Ornithorhynchus, also as regards the difficulty and, as it 
proved in my case, impossibility of shooting these birds, 
owing to their extraordinary powers of instantaneous diving. 

Hitherto Western Australia has always—if I do not mis- 
take—been regarded as the exclusive habitat of this bird; 
but that it does occasionally, though it would seem very 


